                    WESTCLIFFE PERMACULTURE DESIGN COURSE
                                           July 26 – August 7, 2010
Join us in the Wet Mountain Valley!  This mid-summer Permaculture Design Certification Course is held on the grounds of an off-the-grid home on the eastern base of the majestic Sangre de Cristo Mountains of Colorado.  Learn the principles and ethics of Permaculture, design techniques, natural building, rural and urban farming, and much, much more. This beautiful site offers high altitude aspects and hands-on practice as we seek to heal ourselves and heal the land. Students will actively participate in planning and designing permaculture sites. Come learn with us! 

The philosophy within permaculture is one of working with rather than against nature, and of protracted and thoughtful observation rather than premature and thoughtless action. Permaculture design techniques encourage land use which integrates principles of ecology and applies lessons from nature. It teaches us to create settings and construct ecosystems which have the diversity, stability, and the resilience of natural ecosystems. In the spirit of sustainability, it also teaches us to allow natural and designed ecosystems to demonstrate their own evolutions.
            Course Topics Include:                                                                  

            Permaculture Ethics & Principles                                            Creating Microclimates                             

            Ecosystem Patterning                                                            Secrets of building Soil                                       

            Site Analysis                                                                          Plant Propagation                                        

            Creating Integrated Systems                                                 Organic Food Production                         

            Earthworks for Water Management                                      Forest Gardens                                          

            Water catchments                                                                Medicinal Herbs                                        

            Full Loop Waste Systems                                                      Aquaculture                                                 

            Greenhouses                                                                         Alternative Economics                    

           Storing the Harvest                                                              Organic Beekeeping

           Cold Season Growing                                                             Animals in Small Systems                                                                             

Course Facilitators:  

Marco Chung-Shu Lam has been practicing and teaching permaculture and sustainable living skills for over twenty years in diverse climates from the Andes to the Hawaiian Islands. Originally trained by the founder of Permaculture, Bill Mollison, Marco’s teaching style moves away from the lecture format and emphasizes getting people’s hands in the Earth.
Sandy Cruz has been working towards greater sustainability at 9,200 feet for over thirty years.  She holds a diploma of Permaculture Design from the International Institute and founded High Altitude Permaculture in 1992.  Sandy currently facilitates diverse courses and workshops, trains new Permaculture instructors and consults on site design, and serves on Boulder County’s New Food and Agriculture Policy Council.

Jerome Osentowski is widely recognized as one of the foremost permaculture practitioners in the United States.  He is the founder and director of the Central Rocky Mountain Permaculture Institute (CRMPI) located at 7,200 feet on Basalt Mountain.

    Becky Elder was certified in permaculture design in 2002, has taught for the Central Rocky Mountain Permaculture Institute and with High   

    Altitude Permaculture, Sustainable Ways and Pikes Peak Permaculture. She is involved with the Transition Town movement in Manitou Springs.  

   She owns Blue Planet Earthscapes, an award winning organic gardening company.

                Course Cost:  $1100 registered by April 15, 2010  

                                         $1200 registered by June 30, 2010

                                         $1250 registered after July 1, 2010

Fees includes on site camping in a beautiful mountain meadow, field trips, curriculum materials and vegetarian meals.

    Please contact early for work or material exchanges.          

    Registration or questions contact:  Ayesha McDaneld     ayeshamcd@gmail.com                                                                                                       
     http://westcliffepermaculturepdc.webs.com/       Visit us on Facebook: Westcliffe Permaculture 
Course Sponsors:  Pikes Peak Permaculture, Sustainable Ways, Blue Planet Earthscapes,
